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Tri,al a'ur"d TrLal
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( \  ne clever expresslon
\-/ concernino the wil l  of
God is: "God can't steer a
parked car." To appreciate the
insight of the expression, you
have to imagine a person who

is stuck between two decision. On the one
hand is the possibi l i ty of option A and the
other hand, option B. To choose option A
might bring some reward, but i t  wil l  also cost
something. On the other hand, option B
would also bring some measure of reward,
but i t ,  too, would cost something. We've al l
been there. l f  you choose one path, you' l l
head down one road with i ts posit ives and
negatives. l f  you choose a different path,
you' l l  head down an entirely different road
with an entirely different set of posit ives and
negatives. What is a person to do? There
you stand at the fork in the road, and you
can't see far enough down either path to ful ly
know everything that l ies ahead. As Yogi
Berra used to say, " l f  you come to a fork in
the road, take it ." He may have been on to
something.

Many folks I 've known over the years, in-
cluding yours truly, have stood paralyzed in
the face of a necessary choice. We weigh the
pros and cons, we pray for guidance and ask
for advice, and STILL, we stand, frozen in a
situation of indecision. Our steady progress
becomes abruptly halted once we realize tha'
to go one way means not going the other
way. In our uncertainty, we wind up making
no decision at al l ;  we strand ourselves some-
where in the alternate universe of " l 'm sti l l
th ink ing about  i t . "  Making no decis ion at  a l l
makes for a really lousy decision.

I have begun to learn that God's wil l  for
my l i fe involves moving forward, and when I
don't know whether I should move fonrrard
this way or that, I  simply decide-MOVE.
"But what if it's the wrong way" part of my
brain objects. Ha! As if  fear of making the
wrong decision about something I can't pos-
sibly know is a tragedy. Not at al l !  The great-
er tragedy would be to sit  stewing on the
sidelines and gett ing absolutely nowhere.
And, therein l ies the insight of the clever l i t t le
statement.

There is no one who wants you in God's
wil l  more than God himself. We know that he
wi l l  gu ide you in to the path you should go.
When I don't know exactly what that path is,
and when I see the fork up ahead and know
l' l l  need to make a choice, I do the best I can
and put my hope in the Best. l f  both alterna-
t ives appear equally posit ive or negative, I
simply pick one. Sure, i t  may be the wrong
one, but how can I have know? | f igure that i f
l 'm making forward progress, at least then
God can guide ("steei ') me where I need to
be. In the end, i t  wil l  al l  work out. To pull  off
the road and throw my decision into <Park>
wil l  indefinitely stal l  progress. l t 's in that posi-
t ion that God-yes, Bob, even God-cannot
steer a oarked car.

In cases l ike these, there is no such thing
as tr ial and error. I  see it  as tr ial and tr ial.  I  try
this, and if  i t  quits working, I try that. Nothing
ventured, nothing gained. No skrn off my
nose. Can't win if ya' don't try. You get the
idea!

-continued on next page

Pastor Jamey Nichols
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11,1/e're back - The E100 Challenge

l l is ted be low:

I
The Church is Born:

I
f  October 2,2011 - #75 - Good News for Al l  (Acts 10:1- 11:18

I Sermon t i t le is:  "The Roinbow Cool i t ion"

lThe Travels of Paul:

f  O.tob". 9, ?011 - #76 - The Rood to Domoscus (Acts 9:1-31)
| 5ermon t i t le is:  "The Only Question Thot Motters"
I
;Oc tober

I

!O.rob"l .  23, ?Olt -  #78 - The Counci l  ot Jerusolem (Acts 15:1-41)
I Sermon t i t le is:  "Who fs the Church For?"
I
I  October 30 ,  2OI7 - #79 - More Missionory Journeys (Acts t6:1 - 20:38)

I  Sermon t i t le  is :  "Knowing God's  Wi l l "

t _  _

Pastot laney's co0atqt continaad . ..

So what decision are you sitt ing on right now? Well, then, quit siffrng on your deci-
sion and starl moving on your decision. lt may be right; it may be wrong; but at least
i t  isn ' t  stat ic.  The Bible says to commit  your WAY unto the Lord.  l t  doesn' t  say com-
mit  your STAY unto the Lord.  Once you're undenruay, commit  your advancing posi-
tion to God and ask him to put you on the path he wants you to go. In my way of
th inking, a minor course correct ion f rom t ime to t ime is lots better than stagnat ion.
You think about that-AMENll

?a't+TT Junnul

;;;f; ;" '"onth of october are
5

I
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16,2071 - #77 - The First Missionory Journey (Acts 13:1 - 14:28)
Sermon t i t le  is :  "The 'P '  Word"



Let's hear it  from the youth . . .
WOW! God is moving in our community,  our church, and in our youth

ministry, REVOLT. We've been quite busy and have seen God's bless-

ings.  Monday night meet ings began three weeks ago with over 20

teens showing up each t ime. This last  week our room was f i l led wi th 28! We have

enjoyed t ime together eat ing fabulous meals provided by parents,  going rol ler

skat ing for  Chr ist ian Skate Night at  Rainbow Gardens in Crystal ,  p laying games that

relate to our lessons, and l is tening, learning, and discussing our lessons based on

the book, More Than a High. Students are engaging in conversation and asking

quest ions wi th in the whole group and our smal l  groups. Veteran students are com-

menting on how excited they are to see their youth ministry grow, both in numbers

and spir i tual ly.

We have had three "overtime" events-post-game hangout times after Friday night

home football games. The goal for these events is to provide area teens with an al-

ternat ive to s i t t ing at  home, going to part ies,  or  engaging in other r isky behaviors.

Over 30 teens have attended the events each time with a total of 56 walking

through our church doors to play games, dance, and fel lowship wi th each other

and our adul t  volunteers.

In the coming weeks, we have several concerts and events coming up, including an

All-Area Youth Hayride on Sunday, October 2-a partnership event with other area

youth ministr ies that  is expected to include over 200 teens. We thank you for your

prayers and support  and ask that you wi l l  cont inue to pray for  REVOLT, other area

youth ministr ies,  and al l  area teens. -Pastor TaYa

Donata t/ottt Daat . . .

A number of  people have asked about donat ing venison to area food pan-

tr ies.  Two processors,  Blanchard's Thr i f tway in Crystal  and the Carson City

Vi l lage Market,  are prepared for those requests now.



Out AAutcA at WotQ ...

Diaconafe Nofes/September 2OI I

. Postor Toro wos present ond out-
l ined the gools for REVOLT Youth
Ministry.

. An updote wos given on the new
5ploshdown progrom-o totql of
seven porticiponts to dqte.

Trusfee Nofes/Sepfember 2Ol I
meefing

. Plons to repoir the outside romp
to Fel lowship Hol l  ore underwoy.

. Preporotions for Pledge Sundoy
were discussed.

FINANCIAL NOTES

lncome/August  2011 $ 11,040

Expenses/August  2011 $ 17,461

Park ing lo t  update as of  09.27.11.

$45.930 84

A lnggcnb Ari$rhmn&..,

On Sunday, September23, the FCC
congregation was privileged to welcome
Branden and Carrie Peterman to the
morning worship service.  Carr ie and
Branden shared their  t ragic and upl i f t ing
faith journey, which stirred our hearts
and caused us to th ink about l i fe and our
purpose on this earth.

Their determination and fortitude is re-
markable-what a witness they are to
the Christ ian fa i th and to how God leads
through extremely diff icult t imes. Their
l ife is not easy, but they seem to have
been able to meet the chal lenges that
have come since Branden's accident.
They cont inue to have many chal leng-
es-one being the completion of their
new home which wil l be more accessible
for Branden.

Several of their books
were purchased, and
more paper back books
are avai lable in the
church office. DVD, CD,
or tape copies of the
church service are
avai lable.

Keep the Petermans in your prayersl



Sttanqarc in tAe Paw .,,

Drew and Bev Stowellcan usually be found on Sun-
days in the balcony section of the church. They reside on
Lake Stanton and have lived there for about 36 years. They
have three chi ldren. Carr ie Hal l ihan, Brandon Stowel l ,  and
Kami Alexander and two grandchi ldren, Kels ie and Kavin.

With the children all grown and gone from home, they sti l l  have the company of two
cats-Oscar, who is a slim, yellow tiger, and Reiko, a grey tiger weighing 20
pounds.

Drew retired from Tower Automotive in Greenvil le after 30 years and worked
as a tool  and die maker.  He now spends his t ime working on his col lect ion of  c las-
sic cars ranging from a 31 Ford Model A to a 67 Chevel le SS. In addi t ion to his
cars,  he also maintains a col lect ion of  var ious guns and dabbles a l i t t le wi th ham
radio.  You wi l l  somet imes f ind him keeping up his tool  and die ski l ls  by helping son
Brandon work on metal projects in the barn.

Bev has spent most of her working career in healthcare-from office manag-
er at  Uni ted Memorial  Hospi ta l  in Greenvi l le to director of  lT at  Mid Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department to currently being self-employed, working in the Detroit ar-
ea for the past 11 years as a health data management consultant. She enjoys na-
ture and occasional ly can be found walking up the road or through the woods with
her trusty walking stick no matter what the season. She takes great pleasure and
joy in taking care of  her fami ly,  which is somewhat easy because two of  their  chi l -
dren, Carr ie and Brandon, l ive about three or four houses down from her on ei ther
side of the street. To make things easier to travel between their homes, the family
got her a three-wheel bike with a basket on the back for carrying various items or
giv ing granddaughter Kels ie "cycle" r ides.

Sn" te ,bodqta ;J " . . .

It takes about six weeks to get back to normal after you've had a

baby .  .  .  Somebody doesn' t  know that once you're a mother,
"normal"  is  h istory!



The Community Bible Study continue.s . . .

Steve Bil lock is leading the weekly Bible study on the Book
of James - Faith-lt Works! The study meets weekly on
Tuesday night at  7 p.m.at  First  Congregat ional  Church.
Br ing your Bibles,  a notebook, yoursel f ,  your spouse, and
your friends for an interesting opportunity to study and fel-

lowship wi th the FCC fami ly and our community churches.
I t 's  never too late to jo in the group.

OpennrION CHRISTMAS CHILD . DONATIONS DUE SUHOAY, NOVEMECR 6 . , .

The FCC Missions Committee wil l  join forces with Operation
Chr istmas Chi ld again th is fa l l  and is  asking for  your help.
The fol lowing gift i tems are suggested:

School  suppl ies:  Pens,  penci l  sharpeners,  sc issors,  mark-
ers, glue sticks, stamp and ink pad sets, solar calculators,

coloring and picture books

Toys:  Smal l  cars,  smal l  dol ls ,  smal l  s tuf fed animals,  bal ls ,  f lashl ights,
kazoos and harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small Etch-A-Sketch,
Slinkys (please include extra batteries for battery-operated toys)

Hygiene i tems: Combs, hairbrushes for  g i r ls ,  lvory soap, washcloths,
tooth paste, tooth brushes

Other:  Gum, T-shir ts ,  socks,  bal l  caps,  sunglasses,  hair  accessor ies,
toy jewelry, watches.

Not needed: candy,  ho l iquids,  or  g lass i tems -  Plast ic  shipping
boxes wi l l  be furnished. Look for  more informat ion in the Sunday
bu l le t in .



Qtaatiaqs (ton tAa Modaratot , '. -Dawn Wadle

Dear God,

Life can be hard. Sometimes I do not understand "why" the people I love

have to suf fer  i l lness and death;  "why" some wi l l  lose their  jobs and strug-

gle financially; "why" neighbors have to move because they can't afford

their  homes anymore; "why" the wor ld th inks divorce is okay; and "why"

fami l ies can' t  get  a long.

However, I move forward knowing that your way is sovereign. Do I sti l l

want answers? Yes, of course, but that is where my faith comes in. I do not

need the answers to know that what you place in my life is because you

love me. I  may not always understand how the plan wi l l  work,  but  you are

the Potter, and I am the clay. May you mold me, Lord. How scary that

sounds to me, but I  t rust  you wi l l  g ive me strength to cont inue, courage to

do your wi l l ,  and hope that your glory wi l l  be revealed through me.

In Jesus'  precious name,

Amen!

Elementary Bible School Test Results .  .  .  (spel l ing not corrected)

1.
2 .
3 .
4.
5 .

6.

Solomon, one of  David 's sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines.

The f i rst  commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat the apple.

Samson slayed the Phi l is t ines wi th the axe of  the apost les.

The epistels were the wives of the apostles.
In the f i rst  book of  the Bible,  Guinessis.  God got t i red of  creat ing the wor ld so

he took the Sabbath off.
Saint  Paul  cavorted to Chr ist iani ty;  he preached holy acr imony which is

another name for marr iage.



Wonan'g Fa00owgnip ...
Women's Fellowship met at the church for their September meeting. They also met on
September 15 to make more greeting cards which are available on the rack in the Fel-
lowship Hal lway for $1/each or 6/$5. Check them out l

Their  next  meet ing wi l l  be held at  9.30 a.m. on Thursday, October 6,2011, at  FCC.

Contact oersons for Women's Fel lowship are:
Janet Brundage, coordinator (989. 83 1.4405)

Pam Russe l l ,  t reasurer  (989.831.0867)
Martha Turnbul l ,  secretary (989.831 .4217)

DW ANp

- -*'-. \

The selections ore ovqiloble f or loon for one week ond moy be

checked out throughthe church office.

Boot< oF THE MoNru . . .

sdne Kind 6 different a.t f4e by Ron Ha//, Denver l4oore, and
Lynn Vincent hos been chosen by the Dioconote os the Book of the
Month. This is o New York bestsel ler ond o true, incredible story
of o homeless dr i f ter  who grew up picking cotton under v i r tuol
slovery.

Tge DVD oF THE MoNTH rs "/v1OST." This is o
heart -wrenching story portroyin g greot
meosures of love, socrif ice, hope, ond for-
giveness through o modern-doy poroble.

%e.
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