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Unintended Consequences
' ,  

L ; W * ; - , $ J t f r a p p e n s t o a l l  o f  u s a t o n e l  2 ) L i f e i s p r e c i o u s . F o r t h o s e o f  y o u w h o c a m e
as(%'-1.u l t ime or other. Sure, our in- |  away with the belief that my "terminal i l lness"

%5ffi :"J,:'l:il###:?i^:.]ff liilTJil:i'.ffi ??J,il[?TJ:["j11j.
pastorJamevNicro,, come? Justthat sort of thing I ing!-l am both sorry and pleased. l'm sorry' 

happened to me last month I because I may have caused you unnecessary
right here in this newsletter. I  was entirely I sadness. I 'm pleased because so many peo-
clear in my own mind about what I wanted to I ple were concerned for me. The calls and
communicate. Evidently, I  wasn't nearly as I notes (and even a few tearsl) were extremely
clear as I thought. As it  turns out, my ult imate I heartwarming. That certainly was one upside,
objective was still achieved albeit in ways | | twisted though it may be.
never would've imagined. Unintended conse- | ^
quences are unpredictabre i f  nothing erJe.'-- |  ,^^j^t?-:ond 

upside came in the form of the

I lesson itself.  I  was hoping to keep my readers

The style of last month's articte was in- | :l PlliiT-for 
only a few paragraphs' Howev-

tended to grab the readers' attention ny i iur- |  : l .Pt,: :J: 
of vou that ended up being manv

ing truth in a manner that tugged at heart |  : :y:^Ini le 
I would have never done that on

strings. tt 's a technique that, i f  i t  works cor- |  ly?^"^t^"l l  
think i t  actually made the value of

recfly, drives an important message oeep into I :T 
' . : . : t^":. :ot" meaningful '  Even for those of

the heart of the reader and makes tne pJint'- | I"-l:?^"^y:re 
pretty sure I was trying to make

more memorabte. By touching yo, on 
", i" 

" 
|  1$."]:9ical 

point '  i t  would appear that you'

emotionar rever, I  was hoping to instin 
" 

iu"p I i".^1 ::Tfi ted 
more that l 'd have guessed'

gratitude both for life's sanctity and its olvriy. I I^1"::,"1pected 
loss of someone, as shock-

once brought back around from my oerioeiai"l ll9 al:ld"tirable 
as that is' definitelv has

spin on the truth, I fuly expected reader;;; '- l l i :g:Tialto 
enrich our l ives' That's whv

sigh saying, 'oh, I get it-we're an dyinj*r | ff:^I ':g-:olomon 
said, "lt 's better to go to a

sin's naturar causei. perhaps l ' l l  begin l 'r;r; I 
house-ofnourning than to a house of feasting

my tife today as a gift from God, or as touJn | .^"-l l l f lesiastes 
7)' when we come to

it were my tast." Unfortunatery, my stight-;: | 1.,:.tlt^Yltlrcur 
mortalitv' the quality of our

hand was clumsy to the point that by the t '*" I 
l ives becomes that much better'

the article finally clarif ied the facts, many of I There's a movement right now in our cul-
you were too deep into grief and shock. I ture that seeks to improve life by defying ag-

rr vou don't know what |m tarkins "b?1,:. 1 i;"Tiffili:frl:i::lJJ*":Hi]ot::l'you might want to go back and read Memen,to 
| il";";;. The Aprit 25,2011, issue of TimeMorifrom last month. The bottom line is 

l1?,' I iiiiri"reatures an articte about r2-year-
y?:-.::iP..TL::11'l,t:,,"i?.1Y"-ll:-:"i-, I ;iJ"D. i;rrly Lire and his Las Vegas center
tainty of two things: 1) All of us are dying; and 

'- "':;;;.;"-j;-.;;;;
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The E-100 Challenge continues with the following possoges reloting to upcom-

ing sermons ond the worship schedule during the month of Moy:

!t tAoy t ,  ?OLt - #63 - Heol ing o Bl ind Mon (John 9:1-41)
I Sermon title is: "T See Whot You Meqn"

I
I Moy 8, z0tl - filother's Doy
I

I moy t5, z}tl

:
I
.Moy 22, ?OlL
I

I Moy ?9, ?Ott '

- #64 - Heoling o Demon-Possessed A{on (il\ork 5:1-20)
Sermon title is: "fn the Nome of Jesus"

- Wedding Foith

#65 - Roising Lozorus from the Deod (John 11:1-57)
Sermon t i t le is:  "Deod Mon Wolking"

I

Pastot lanayb co0una contiaued ...

for age management, the Cenegenics Medical lnsti tute. Unfortunately, despite anyone's best
efforts at reversing the signs and symptoms of aging, every member of the human race is
destined for the obituaries. No amount of diet, exercise, or youthful thinking wil l  alter the inev-
itable. While these things might improve the quali ty of our l iving, they cannot abolish the cer-
tainty of our dying. Arguably, the very best living happens not when mortality is resisted, but
when it is respected. The goal of great living is not our look, it's our outlook.

Are you thankful for the gift of life? Do you celebrate the promise of life eternal beyond the
grave? Do you consider and embrace the l i fe and death teachings of the One who teaches
us by example how to l ive and die? Such are the intended consequences of Him who l ived
flawlessly, died gruesomely, then came back to l i fe that f irst Easter. My newsletter arl icles
are written not to confuse, but so that you may believe that Jesus is the Son of God, and that
by believing, your l ives might f lourish in his name. Please, f lourish with me. In the meantime,
go ahead and cancel any funeral sprays you had on hold.

4a,ttorlamea



Glimpses from the Guatemalan trip . . .

Members of the mission team were asked to share their  experiences from the tr ip.  Jan Russel l  prepared
the fol lowing for the 20 team members:

"When I  was try ing to think about what to say in church about the tr ip,  I  began thinking about al l  of  the
members of our mission team. I  came up with one word to descr ibe each team member. Since t ime was
short ,  I  chose not to go through the l ist  dur ing the worship service but was later asked to share these, so
here goes:

t  Coffee-This is Robbie's (Robbie Robertson) word. Every morning he was up and had "Guatemalan,,
coffee brewing for the gang-a special  t reat for the early biros.

o Quiet-The word that best descr ibed Penny (Penny Pardee).  She was short  on words but great as she
interacted with the Guatemalan people and a very hard worker.

s Youth-Zalen (Zalen Vander Schuur/7) was the youngest member of our team and a much needed
source of energy. As many of us were dragging our exhausted bodies on a tour of Monte Flor after a
day  o f  bu i ld ing ,  he  cha l lenged me to  a  foo t  race  (uph i l l )  and yes-Za len  won.

o Energy-Robyn (Robyn Lynde)was always ready to go for a walk or jog (except in the early morning)
and was very comfortable with a hammer. She always had some extra reserves lef t  to play with the
Guatemalan  k ids .

t  Emotionol-This has to descr ibe Dawn (Dawn Wilson) who easi ly made us get that lump in our
throats when reveal ing her experiences of the day.

t  Softy-This was a side of Richard (Richard Johnson) that was especial ly fun to see as he fel l  , , in love,,
with a l i t t le Guatemalan sweetie.

t  Something-This is the best word I  could come up with to descr ibe Randy (Randy Cook).  Always jok-
ing and gett ing the group to laugh-even gett ing his f ingernai ls painted I

r  Sornt-Margaret (Margaret Cook)could only be a very specialperson to put up with Randy. Often
seen laugh ing  and shak ing  her  head a t  Randy.

t  Tough ie-Mi l l ie  (Mi l inda  w i lson)  has  amaz ing  s t rength  and never  compla ined as  she c l imbed moun-
tains and rough terrain to get to the bui lding si tes and feeding programs. Always impressive.

-cont inued on page 9



SAott aad gwaat .,, By Dawn Wadle, Moderator

The month of May can be a very busy time of year for everyone. School is close to getting

done, and summer is just around the corner. We are gearing up for weddings and graduations

and just wait ing for the carefree days of warmer weather. There are camping and vacations to

plan, summer ball  games to attend, and gardens to grow.

personally, my favorite season is fall, but after these past winter months, I am looking fonruard

to the long, lazy daYs of summer.
How about You?

Learning to hug like a Guatemalan widow - - - -Mi l inda Wilson

Over spring break, 20 members of our church took a mission trip to Guatemala. We spent a week

spreading God's love in Chichicastenango, Guatemala. With the help of many generous donations from

our church family and friends, we spent the week building five houses for five widows and their children

and helped clothe, shoe, feed, and love hundreds of chi ldren and their  famil ies-

If you were to ask how the trip to Guatemala was, we would probably start out by saying, "Where

does one begin?" I t 's so hard to sum up the tr ip in a few words (do you have a week to l isten?).  How

does one put into words everything we saw, touched, did, and experienced? For many of us traveling to

Guatemala was new experience and stepping so far outside our comfort zones made us a little nervous.

How will God use me? Will I be able to rise to the challenge He puts before me and do everything He

needs me to do? How will I handle the cultural lifestyle and language differences? Can I really have an

impact i f  I  can' t  speak their  language?

For most it wasn't long before we realized we really had nothing to worry about. God brought

each one of us on this trip for a reason, and the things we were truly concerned about weren't that big

of an issue after al l .  We al l  learned that one doesn't  have to necessari ly speak a person's language to

have a conversation, and that love, appreciation, and respect are universal no matterthe language spo-

ken. When you hug a Guatemalan, you feel it-there's nothing like a hug from a Guatemalan widow.

What those women taught us was more special than anything we could ever give to them. We learned

that everything you really need to say can be said with a smile, a hand gesture, or even one big hug.

I f  you ask any one of the 20 members of our mission team what our tr ip was l ike, you wi l l  get 20

different answers; however, the one thing I think we can all agree on is: "lt was life changing." Not only

did we grow as individuals,  but we also grew as a family.  This tr ip is something none of us wi l l  ever for-

get. And we couldn't have done any of it without the generous donations and prayers from everyone

back home. Thank you for all you had to do with sending us on this mission.

c r ,



Sfuanqaw in tha Pew ...

It isn't often that a congregation is fortunate to
have the parents of the pastor as regular attendees;
however, First Congregational Church has that privilege,
and it is with gratitude that we learn a l itt le about these
special people.

Jerryr and Bev Nichols are sometimes asked
about having their son as their pastor. Well, i t is a privi-
leged and easy transition. Three other sons (and daugh-
ters-in-love) are Ken and Lori in Blissfield, MI, who have four grown sons; Steve
and Tricia in Sacramento, CA, who have two daughters; and David and Jennie in
Rockford, MI, with one son and one daughter.

Jerry is a member of the FCC Board of Trustees, works part-t ime for Com-
mercial Bank as a courier, and turns into Santa Claus in December. He retired
from the Ohio Air National Guard in 1991, opened J & B Antiques Mall, Blissfield,
Mi, in the fall of 1991-, sold that business in September 2000, and moved to the
Stanton area to play grandpa with the grandkids.

Bev is a homemaker, loves being a mom and grandma, and recently expe-
rienced being part of the mission team to Guatemala. The invitation is open to
visit them at 8151 S. Derby Road, providing you wish to take up the challenge of
the dust or mud on the road. Their home is located between Sheridan and
Greenvil le, where you may also visit Bev's mom, Kay Jones.

The FCC Gqrden Club is hoving q plont sole on Moy 15. Any
donoted perenniols would be opprecicted. Contoct Shelley

Belt or Pct Miller for more informotion.

J (  |



Ow AAarcA at WotQ ...

Diaconafe Notes/April 2OI I meeting

. Plons ore underwoy for Mother's
Doy ond Fother's Doy recognition.

Tentotive dote of July 31 hos been
set for onnuol church picnic.

Trustee Notes/April 2011 neeting

. Woit ing f  or bids on the north
romp repoir.

. Accounting ideos were discussed.

FINANCIAL NOTES

lncome/March 2011 $ 12,192

Expenses/March 2011 $ 13,918

Parking lot update as of 04.26.1 1:

$44.226.80

WE'RE STILL WAITING . . .

In spite of our best efforts, we have
not received the pictor ial  directory.
As of this date, we are st i l l  hopeful,
but at this point,  i t  is out of our
hands .

Massaqa fuou tAa Dlaconata ...
-Pat Mi l ler,  Diaconate Chair

The Lenten season is over, and life goes on.
Thanks to Jesus Christ  who came to earth and
died for our sins. He did not leave us empty
handed. He left us with the Holy Spirit and the
promise to return. God, in his love for us, had it
a l l  p lanned.

We have a wonderful church and members
who enjoy each other. Our Lenten suppers were
a success with Pastor Jamey and Adam Wil ls
helping us to understand Paul Mi l ler 's book, .4
Praying Life.lt was a fine book on prayer that
actual ly made one want to pray. The soup sup-
per was well attended. A communion service
followed in the sanctuary.

A sunrise service was held at the cemetery
with breakfast following at the church. Several
select ions from The Christ ian Thomas Lee Col lec-
t ion of Fine Art  were displayed and included in
the sermon during morning worship. The photos
were acquired directly by artist Ken Duncan from
the movie set of "The Passion of Christ."

A special  thanks to the Diaconate members
who so wi l l ingly helped with the Lenten act iv i-
ties.

On Sunday, May 22, our ser-
v ice wi l l  focus on "Wedding
Faith." An invitation is given
for married couples to renew their mar-
riage vows during the service. Contact
Pastor Jamey or the church office if you
are interested.



Glimpses of Guatemala continued . . .

t  Cheerleader- l  was instant ly inspired by Jody's (Jody Hedrick) enthusiasm for the tr ip when she
sent out the gett ing-to-know-you e-mai l .  (Even more impressive because this cheerleader turned
50 on the tr ip.)

s Leader-Pastor Jamey (Jamey Nichols) natural ly took on this role for the group, but i t  was even
more important one early morning as our short  job took about 20 minutes of unexpected turns (al l
uphi l l )  as we tr ied to f ind our way back to the mission house in Chichi .  Thanks for gett ing me home !

t  Enthusiastrc-Anyone who can get Guatemalan women so exci ted they jump up and down without
speaking their  language is just plain fun. Loie (Loie Simpson) radiated the exci tement of a chi ld as
she rode in  the  back  o f  an  open-a i r  p ick -up  s ing ing  and bounc ing  around l i ke  a  rag  do l l .

t  Toleronce-Marva (Marva Brummeler) was my bunk mate and very tolerant of ear ly morning
cl imbs down from above. She also probably was the one who suffered most from "Montezuma's
Revenge" and survived.

t  Gif ted-Dave's (Dave Vander Schuur) comfort  with people and his abi l i ty to translate is something
that he has worked hard to learn/teach but was so entertaining to watch as the Guatemalan chi l -
dren crowded around to l isten and converse.

s  K lu tzy-Bev (Bev  N icho ls )had the  most  mishaps  o f  the  t r ip  bu t  d idn ' t  compla in  and even saw a
purpose fo r  her  tw is ted  ank le  as  she looked up  to  see an  amaz ing  v iew o f  c i t y  and rea l i zed  one o f
her purposes for going on the mission tr ip.

o Teaser-Liz (Liz Thornburg)could often be heard joking and teasing with the kids and adults she
came into contact with.  She may be the reason Randy had his f ingernai ls painted???

t Awakened-Sydney (Sydney Hedrick) is a great girl whose eyes seemed to get bigger after each
encounter.  She had an experience few teems wi l l  ever have a chance to parf ic ipate in.

o Venturesome-Barb (Barb Helms) was l iv ing way outside of "her box" on this tr ip,  and as a result ,
experienced many wonderful  moments she wi l l  a lways remember.

t  Comfortable-Jennifer (Jennifer Vander Schuur) was a member of the group who was very fun,
p leasant ,  he lp fu l ,  and very  hardwork ing .  She seemed to  be  a  "na tura l "  in  the  ro le  o f  a  miss ionary .

These are  jus t  the  impress ions  I  had o f  the  peop le  on  the  team.  l th ink  you a l l  a re  amaz ing l  I  t ru ly  en-
joyed this experience and this group. You are probably wondering what my word is? BLESSED!'

- ian  Russe l l
(Note: Many words were suggested for ian after the team viewed this l ist .  My choice was HEALER be-
cause of the special  role she played in car ing for the health of the team members. -pastor Jamey)



Wonaab Fa00owgAip .,,
Women's Fellowship met at the

church for their April 7 meeting.

Plans to have a dessert auction at
the annual church picnic were begun.

Patterns for making crocheted ani-
mals for the Operation Christmas Child
boxes are avai lable.  See the display on
the table in Fel lowship Hal l .

The next meeting wil l be held at
9:30 a.m. at  the church on May 5.

Contact persons for Women's Fellowship are:
Janet Brundage, coordinator (989 831.4405)

Pam Russel l ,  t reasurer (989.831.0867)
Martha Turnbul l ,  secretary (989.831 .4217)

Thursday, May 5, is the National Day of
Prayer .  Our  communi ty  wi l l  meet
around the f lag pole at  the admin is t ra-
t ion building (former court house) at 12
noon.

Mominq Fa00owsAip titaa ...

Our morning fel lowship (a.k.a.  Sunday
School) wil l come to a close for the sum-
mer on Sunday, May 22.1t was a great
2OL0-2OLL season at FCC with the largest
participation taking place over the past
several years.

We are looking forward to many im-
provements being planned and imple-
mented over the summer break, which
wilf make for an even greater 2Otl-2OL2
year.

God bless you al l  and many thanks to
those teachers and everyone who con-
tributed to the program this year.

-Bob Brundage
Christian Education Director

l - - - - r -

lOur summer worship hours begin on May 29 , ,
I  

J . t t  . r r  r ry ,  r r t ( . t  a,  pvgt t ,  t t r ,  tJ tcart  taa,  .  .  
I

lWnicn means our choir  wi l l  begin their  summer hiatus,  and we wi l l  be looking I

I for people to share their talents with us for special music. Please contact I

;  Kathy Jeppesen or Loie Simpson i f  you are wi l l ing to provide special  music I

' : X ii I 3 iH ffJii5i?":"" fr i^I ?3J "X?!;J3 ii : f i'.Tfi th ei r ra it hru I n es s'
t l
I Note this: Morning worship begins at 10 a.m. on Sunday, May 29! |

l - - - - - - - - r - - r r - - - - - = l
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