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Cn-A,fe//nfr^4 of a ?renpl,r^e,r Mow

o you ever won-
der i f  the preach-
er  s ins? Some

folks (those that l ive in a
Pollyanna paradise) say,
"Good Heavens!  Not  the

Pastor Jamev Nichols" ' " ' " ' "  preacher .  He's  a holy  manl"
Others (those a l i t t le more on the cynical
side) say, "Yeah, of course the preacher
s ins!  Why,  he probably  s ins worse than
anyone at  the church!"  l f  you bui ld  your
world-view on the principles of the Bible,
you wil l  soberly recognize that everyone is
contaminated, even the preacher, with a
clear propensity towards self ishness,
pr ide,  and unholy  impuls iv i t ies.

As you may have heard me men-
tion, carpentry is an enjoyable hobby of
mine. A few years back I devoted a num-
ber of hours toward my hobby as I em-
barked on the construction of a shed
where my kids can park their bicycles and
big wheels, and where I can store lunk
that's too valuable to throw away. l f  I  do
say so myself, i t  turned out pretty well
(there's the pride). As I worked away, my
task-oriented nature took over from time to
time, and it  didn't matter that I was married
or that I was a father. Al l  that mattered
was that I was in the middle of a project of
cosmic importance. Kids? What
k ids?.  .  .  Wi fe?.  .  .  What  wi fe? .  .  .  Noth-
ing else mattered. I was on a mission of
my own making and noth ing was going to
stand in my way (there's the self ishness)

At one point of the process I found
myself suff iciently frustrated that building
materials were not obeying my wishes. l t
seemed no matter how manv t imes I cut a

board it  was sti l l  too short. After one mis-
measure, miscut, and pinched f inger too
many, I heard my hallowed l ips utter an
explicative thoroughly unfit  for any Chris-
t ian,  preacher  man or  not  ( there 's  the un-
holy  impuls iv i ty) .

As one would hope, I immediately
confessed and repented of my sin and
proceeded with a renewed perspective on
how I had become too imoatient and how
unimportant my task actually was. I
b lushed at  the thought  I  would behave in
such a carnal ,  pagan manner .  Af ter  a l l ,
I 'm a preacher man We're not supposed
to do such th ings.

They say confession is supposed to
be good for the soul, but not too many of
us are rushing out to strengthen our souls.
It 's not easy to admit fai lure and most of
us spend a lot of breath defending our in-
nocence rather than admitt ing our short-
comings. Fact is, we spend far more en-
ergy t ry ing to  manage our  image than ad-
mitt ing the simple theological fact that
we're al l  real ly screwed up and that we'l l
stay that way unless we get seriously in-
vo lved wi th  Jesus.

I heard one preacher suggest that i f
everyone would write their three worst sins
on an index card and go to church wearing
that card pinned to their lapel, spir i tual revival
would break out  in  the congregat ion.  I  th ink
I agree. We'd al l  instantly realize that every-
one needs grace and forgiveness and that, at
the core, none of us is much better than the
next person What do you think? Doable?
Ok, you go f irst.
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Om AAmcA at WotQ ...

Diaconate Notes/August 2OI 1

. Mid trensen, Missions Commitlee
choir, gave qn overview of the
work of the Missions Committee.

.  A preview of the Sploshdown pro-
grom wos presented ond dis-
cussed.

Trustee Nofes/August 2011 meef-
ing

. An updote wos given on the pro-
gress of postor's office renovo-
t ions

. Bids were submitted f or carpet
cleoning in Fel lowship Hol l .  Corpet
will be cleaned on August 29.

FINANCIAL NOTES

lncome/July  2011 $ 15,608

Expenses/J uly 2011 $ 1 8, 1 55

Park ing lo t  update as of  08.23.1 ' l :

$45 ,708  17

Back in fhe loft . .

The choi r  wi l l  be bock in  the
loft on Sundoy, September 7.
There wi l l  be ahugewelcome for  those in
our congregotion who hove wonderful sing-
ing voices ond would choose to join the
choir. and another welcome to those who
hove fa i th fu l ly  sung wi th  the choi r  for
mony yeors.

The choir proctices q1 P:30 o.m. on
Sundoy morning. Loie soys one doesn't hove
to moke o commitment to be there every
single Sundoy os she usuolly plons in od-
vonce so if  o Sundoy proctice is missed,
one con st i l l  cotch uo.

Pleose consider helping us moke o

loyful noise to the Lord (ot leost most of
the t ime) .

REVOLT MINISTRY. .

Our youth are revolt ing!! !  That 's
what one may think when hear-
ing/seeing their  new name! Actual ly,  they're
gett ing in shape for their  fal l  program.

Many plans are underway, and t imes and
places wi l l  be noted in the Sunday bul let in

and on the website.

Keep in  touch! ! !
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Beginning Tuesday, September 13 . . .

Steve Bi l lock wi l l  lead us in an eight-week Bible study on the Book of
James - Faith- l t  Works! The study wi l l  begin at 7 p.m. at First  Congre-
gat ional Church. Br ing your Bibles, a notebook, yourself ,  your spouse,
and your fr iends for an interest ing opportunity to study and fel lowship
with the FCC familv and our communitv churches.

Growing in Faith

I t  seems I  have always loved gardening. I  come by that love most l ikely because, as a chi ld,  I
watched my father and grandmother garden. In fact,  when I  think about any of my relat ives, they
were al l  gardeners. When our famil ies got together,  the topic of discussion was, "How is your gar-
den coming along?" One wonderful  fact about my gardening heri tage was the great sharing that
occurred as everyone's garden began to yield a harvest.  My relat ives shared, not only with each
other,  but with the ent ire neighborhood. And, there was more than just the usual cucumbers,
beans, and squash to give. There were homemade jams and jel l ies, zucchini  bread, di l l  p ickles, on-
ion bread, and more! Garden bounty was canned, frozen, baked, then traded and shared with eve-
ryone. Anybody who had a need received something. Gardening and sharing were always done with
great joy and, for me, was simply a way of l i fe.

When I  fel t  God pr ick my heart  about start ing a garden ministry,  I  knew I wanted to do i t  in the
tradit ion in which I  was raised. I  wanted to grow and to give to anyone with a need, and, to do i t
with that same great joy I  knew as a chi ld.  Many of you in our congregat ion were kind to donate
some t ime and resources. Thank you. I  can report  that this ministry has been a wonderful  success. I
hope you share my joy knowing that there was a need, and we did more than just pray about i t -
we got involved.

Involving ourselves in each other 's burdens is what bibl ical  Christ iani ty is al l  about.  Genuine
fai th compels act ion. To know about a need and send that need upward in prayer is only one part
of Christ ian fai th.  Faith must also be al ive with good works. James, the brother of Jesus, states this
clear ly in James 2:74-17:

"What good is i t ,  my brothers, i f  a man claims to have fai th but has not deeds? Can such fai th
save him? Suppose a brother or s ister is without clothes and dai ly food. I f  one of you says to
him, 'Go, I  wish you wel l ;  keep warm and wel l  fed, '  but does nothing about his physical  needs,
what good is i t? In the same way, fai th by i tsel f ,  i f  i t  is not accompanied by act ion, is dead."

Th is  fa l l ,  I  hope you w i l l j o in  me in  the  communi ty -w ide  s tudy  on  the  Book o f  James.  Th is  man,
James, is bel ieved to be one of the half-brothers of Jesus. History tel ls us he was a brother who did-
n' t  support  Jesus at f i rst .  Eventual ly,  however,  James went on to become part  of  the Jerusalem
Counci l  and penned his great let ter to the church which teaches about the pract ical  aspects of
Chr is t ian  fa i th . l  in tend to  make th is  c lass  fun ,  fu l l  o f  laughter ,  learn ing ,  and shar ing .  James g ives  us
a sort  of  road map to fai th,  and I  look forward to travel ing this road with you as we learn together.

-ln His service, StQ'v?, B&l-od<
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11,1/e're back - The E100 Challenge resumed on Sundoy, August 2t.The reodings

lfor the month of September are l isted below:

I fhe Church is Born:
I
iSeptember 4,2011 - #73 - The First Mortyr (Acts 6:8 - 8.8)
t  Sermon t i t le is:  "Seeds in the Wind"
I
1 September L7,ZOLL - #74 - Shoring the Word (Acts 8:26-40)

I Sermon t i t le is:  "Unsung Hero"

I Septemb er t8, 20t l  -  #75 - Good News f or Al l  (Acts 10:1 - 11:18)
I Sermon t i t le is:  "The Roinbow Cool i t ion"
I The Travels of Paul:
I  September 25,2OII -  #76 - The Rood fo Domoscus (Acts 9:1-31)
I  Sermon t i t le is:  "The Only Quest ion Thot Mot lers"

t _  _
DVD ntto Boor or rne MorurH .

TgC DVD SELECTION Is ..SOUL SURFER,, AND THE BOOK Is SaUL SUPFER.
The Dioconote wi l l  beselect ing ond promoting o DVD ond Book of the Month. This month's se-
lect ions qre l isted obove. Both tel l  the incredible story of Bethony Homil ton who lost her orm in
o shork ottock ond courogeously overcome cl l  odds to become o chompion ogoin through her
sheer delerminot ion ond unwoverrng foi th.  The select ions ore ovoi loble for loon for oneweek
ond may be checked out throuqh Ihe off ice.

-l

I

OprnRrroru CnnrsrlvtRs Cnto , . ,
The FCC Missions Committee willjoin forces with Operation Christmas Child again this fall and is asking for
your help The following gift items are suggested

School supplies: Pens, pencil sharpeners, scissors, markers, glue sticks, stamp and ink pad sets, solar calcu-
lators, coloring and picture books

Toys: Small cars, small dolls, small stuffed animals, balls, flashlights, kazoos and harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes,
small Etch-A-Sketch, Slinkys (please include extra batteries for battery-operated toys

Hygiene items: Combs, hairbrushes for girls. lvory soap, washcloths, toothpaste, toothbrushes
Other: Gum, T-shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair accessories, toy jewelry, watches.

Not needed: candy, no l iquids, or glass i tems - Plast ic shipping boxes wi l l  be furnished. Donat ions are due Sun-
day, November 6. Look for more information in the Sunday bul let in.



Strcngarc in tAa Paw ...

Chad and Tara Dool i t t le and their  chi ldren are new to FCC and have
on ly  been a t tend ing  s ince  the  end o f  June.  However ,  they  are  happy to  ca l l
FCC the i r  new church  home a f te r  see ing  the  communi ty  focus  o f  the  church ,
the  wonder fu l  ch i ld ren 's  sermons and k ids '  p rograms,  and the  we lcoming
congregat ion. Tara's being added to the FCC staff  as the new youth pastor
has  been the  ic ing  on  the  cake.

Hav ing  been mar r ied  fo r  l l  years  (5 .05 .00) ,  Chad and Tara  have
three  ch i ld ren  who w i l l  be  runn ing  around and caus ing  chaos  in  the  pews
over  the  nex t  few years .  Brendan,  the i r  son ,  w i l l  be  tu rn ing  13  in  September
and en joys  p lay ing  h is  Xbox 360,  Legos ,  and cars  and loves  the  Chr is t ian  h ip -

hop ar t i s t ,  Toby  Mac.  Aubrey ,  the i r  o ldes t  daughter ,  jus t  tu rned 10  in  Ju ly .  She loves  s ing ing
(anywhere  and everywhere ,  inc lud ing  pub l ic  res t rooms) ,  he lp ing  o thers ,  and is  an  asp i r ing  nurse  (o r
doctor),  carrying her med ki t  with her as often as possible so that she is ready to f ix an injury at a
moment 's  no t ice .  Ange l ,  who l i ves  up  to  her  name,  i s  the  baby  o f  the  fami ly  and w i l l  tu rn  e igh t  in
December, al though Tara swears she is st i l l  only four!  She loves to pretend, read, bake brownies,
and g ive  lo ts  o f  hugs  and k isses .

Chad is  a  t ruck  dr iver /de l i very  man fo r  Bareman 's  Da i ry  ou t  o f  C la rksv i l le .  He has  worked
there  fo r  e igh t  years  and t rave ls  hundreds  o f  mi les  four  days  a  week de l i ver ing  ice  c ream to  s to res .
Of  course ,  one o f  h is  perks  is  FREE ice  c ream fo r  h is  fami ly  and f r iends .  l f  your  f reezer  i s  ge t t ing  emp-
ty ,  le t  Chad know,  and he  w i l l see  what  k ind  o f  good ies  he  can ga ther  up  fo ryou.  When he 's  no t  a t
work ,  Chad keeps  busy  w i th  home improvement  p ro jec ts ,  go ing  on  da tes  w i th  h is  w i fe ,  p lay ing  Xbox
wi th  Brendan,  and snugg l ing  w i th  h is  g i r l s .  He a lso  loves  go ing  to  the  mov ies  and ea t ing  popcorn .

Pas torTara ,  h igh l igh ted  in  las t  month 's  Open Door ,  i s  en joy ing  her  new pos i t ion  a t  FCC and
has h igh  hopes and dreams fo r  the  fu tu re  o f  the  s tudent  min is t ry .  Prev ious ly ,  she  was a  youth  pas tor
fo r  f i ve  years  a t  Cent ra l  Montca lm Communi ty  Church /Sher idan.  She en joys  s ing ing  (a l l the  t ime) ,
camping ,  read ing ,  and spend ing  t ime w i th  her  fami ly .  Tara  loves  CHOCOLATE,  espec ia l l y  dark  choco-
la te ,  and you w i l l  never  see her  tu rn  down a  sweet  t rea t .

The Dool i t t les can often be found at home enjoying down t ime with their  yorkiepoo, Chloe,
a t  the  mov ie  theater  ca tch ing  the  newest  fami ly - f r iend ly  f i lm,  o r  camping  a t  L i t t le f ie ld  Lake in
Weidman.  Fami ly  i s  ex t remely  impor tan t  to  them,  and the  Doo l i t t les  don ' t  want  to  miss  any  t reas-
ured  moments  w i th  the i r  ch i ld ren  be fore  they  are  grown up and move on .  They  love  to  v is i t  w i th
fr iends, old and new, as wel l ,  so feel  f ree to invi te them over for a vis i t  to get to know your family
be t te r .  .  .  Chad might  even br ing  some ice  c ream fo r  desser t !



We're getting ready for fall . . .

Beginning Sundoy, September 11, our morning worship wil l  begin at :
11 o.m.  Adul t  choi r  proct ice is  o t  9 :30 o.m. ,  and morning fe l lowship
begins ot 9:45 o.m.

r Nursery care f or chi ldren age three ond under is provided by Tonio
Reinke f rom 9:30 o.m.  through 12:30 p.m.

r  The fol lowing morning fel lowship groups meet f  rom 9:45 -  10:40 o.m.:
-Children's Worship Center for children ages three through second grode

taught by Jonice Russell
-Grades 3 through 5 wi l l  be tought by Bonnie Bi l lock
-Postor Toro Doolitt le wil l teoch leodership development for grades 6 - t2
-Dove Vonder Schuur ond Deb Hinton wi l l  foci l i tote the odul t  fe l lowship

o The odul t  choir  proct ices q1 p:30 o.m. under the direct ion of  Loie 5impson

o Michel le Nichols foci l i totes junior church dur ing the worship hour

Opportunity . . .

What we call adversity, God calls opportunity.

No opportunity is ever lost; the other person takes those you miss.

Great opportunities come to those who make the most of small ones.

Opportunity is often dressed up in work clothes.

-The Complete Book of Zingers/Croft M. Pentz



Qtaatiaqs fton tha Modetatot . . . -Dawn Wadle

In the August newsletter,  I  stated that I  would fol low-up on why I  personal ize the Lord's pray-
er, so here goes.

We know that God is our Father and are told to associate this with our father on earth. So,
when I  pray, "Our Father who art  in heaven," I  have di f f icul ty because of growing up in a sin-
gle-parent family.  Not to say that my dad wasn't  involved in my l i fe,  but he was always more
interested in his l i fe than mine. That has changed over the years, and whi le I  now have a better
relat ionship with my dad, I  st i l l  struggle with the "My Father" part .

Holy is your name .  .  .  Hal lowed means holy,  and i t  helps me to remember to reverent ly use
God's name.

Your kingdom come; your wi l l  be done on earth as i t  is in heaven .  .  .  This helps me to remem-
ber that God's kingdom wi l l  someday be on earth, and we should try our best to fol low His
lead whi le we are st i l l  here.

Thank you for this day, our dai ly bread .  .  .  Part  of  praying is being thankful  for the dai ly provi-
sions that God has given me. My prayers can' t  just be " l  want/need" but to be truly thankful
for what He suppl ies.

And fo rg ive  us  our  debts  as  we fo rg ive  our  debtors . . .  Th is  reminds  me tha t  un less  I  fo rg ive
others, I  wi l l  not be forgiven. So even though I  may not feel  l ike forgiving, i t  is necessary that I
do so. Prayer to help forgive is usual ly necessary way before I  am ready to do i t  on my own.

I  need more understanding on the last part  of  the prayer-"Lead us not into temptat ion." I
thought Satan tempts and God tests.  Am I mistaken or am I reading this too l i teral ly? I  am not
a Bible scholar so sometimes i t 's di f f icul t  for me to understand that I  am reading versus what
the contents real ly mean.

Del iver us from evi l  .  .  .  This part  of  the prayer def ini tely comes from my heart .  Satan works in
our l ives and those we love. Not al l  bad si tuat ions are evi l .  God does His best to work through
those t imes; however,  i t  can be hard to know when i t 's God at work or Satan try ing to disrupt
or tempt us.

One would think this prayer would be memorized by everyone, but i t 's not.  Over the years, I
have witnessed many who cannot reci te this beloved prayer.  Maybe they are not bel ievers or
maybe they are. I  guess i t  depends on what is important to them. Seems to me when Jesus
states, "This,  then, is how you should pray," i t  should be pretty important to know.



Wonaa'g Fa00owgAip ..,
Women's Fellowship did not meet in August. Proceeds from the Baked Goods Auction
held at the annual picnic netted around $250. Their next meeting wil l be at the church
at  9 :30  a .m.  on  Thursday ,  September  8 ,2011.

Contact persons for Women's Fel lowship are
Janet Brundage, coordinator (989.831.4405)

Pam Russel l ,  t reasurer (989.831 .0867)
Martha Turnbul l ,  secretary (989 831 .4217)

To the FCC congregat ion and fr iends:

I  extend to everyone a sincere warm greet ing from the Christ ian Educat ion Department at FCC
May God r ichly bless you and yours

I hope everyone has had a great summer whi le growing in your love for t ruth, your passion for r ight-
eousness, and your enthusiasm for service I  encourage everyone with the words of our Savior "A new
command I  give you: Love one another.  As I  have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this
everyone wi l l  know that you are my disciples, i f  you love one another" (John 13:34-35).  Also, let  these
words of the Apost le Paul f i l l  you with joy and peace " Now the Lord is the Spir i t ,  and where the Spirr t  of
the Lord is,  there is freedom" (2 Corinthians 3:17) Wow!We are truly a blessed people when God Him-
self  cal ls al l  of  us who bel ieve in Jesus His adopted chi ldren and not just chi ldren but His fr iend as wel l .
Did you catch that? YOU by fai th can be cal led a fr iend of Godl Wow!

Now a seasonal change is about to happen for the FCC family.  Check our fal l  schedule elsewhere
in the newsletter for great opportunit ies for people of al l  ages to help you grow in your fai th and relat ion-
ships with one another.  l f  you are reading this artrc le and have never stepped out to experience a smal l
group fel lowship before, I  want to chal lenge you to BE BOLD, get involved, fear not,  and take a coura-
geous leap of fai th!  Trust me-you wrl l  be so glad you did

Also i f  you haven't  already heard the good news, the FCC family has been great ly blessed by God
in sending us the Dool i t t les-Chad, Tara, and their  chi ldren-Brendan, Aubrey, and Angel.  Tara is the
new youth pastor at FCC and is doing a super job serving her Lord in this new endeavor.  The Christ ian
Educat ion Department is exci ted to be able to back Pastor Tara's using every avai lable resource the
department has at i ts disposal!  |  feel  very blessed to be included in this FCC family who is being mold-
ed by the Father 's own hand.

I  c lose this art ic le by giving everyone a "heads-up" not ice that God is doing some foundatron work
at FCC so He can bui ld something according to His plan Hang on to your hats and enjoy the r ide on
God's Grace Train whi le you cont inue growing in your love for t ruth, your passion for r ighteousness,
and your enthusiasm for service. God bless you al l l

-Bob Brundaoe. Christ ian Ed Director
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