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God and Country - Citizenship and Christianity

s many of you may al-
ready realize, I love liv-

ing in  Amer ica. I  am ex-
tremely proud to be a cit izen

Pastor Jamey Nicho/s of this nation. Perhaps
you've seen me walking around in my hand-
some red-white-blue jacket with the majes-
t ic eagle on the back? I love that jacket.
When I think that God could have caused
me to be born in a different country, I  f ind
myself feel ing extremely grateful that I was
born here instead.

Adding to that American pride is a fami-
ly history with strong military service. Every
Memorial Day or 4th of july, I 'm drawn in
my hear t  and mind to  a grandfather  whom
I've never met. He was ki l led in WWII at the
Batt le of the Bulge. I think of another
grandfather for whom I was named. He sur-
vived WWII, but not without some painful
consequences affecting him to the end of
his long l i fe. I  think about my father, my
brother, my uncles, and many, many fr iends
who've a l l  served wi l l ing ly  and fa i th fu l ly .
Many t imes I have found myself regrett ing
that my own l i fe path never passed through
boot camp or OTS.

Hoping to have made my love for the
USA very clean, I want to reflect on a higher
love-one that supersedes any sense of na-
t ionalism. You see, even if  I  had been born
in Russia or Africa, I  could st i l l  know the
same God. Even if  I  had been born before

Columbus said the ocean b lue,  I  would s t i l l
be el igible for a heavenly cit izenship thanks
to the Righteous Lamb of God who took my
sins upon Himsel f .  Make no mistake,  I  am
proud to be an American. Even greater st i l l
is my pride at being a cit izen of Zion, the
holy city of God.

My hope for al l  cit izens of heaven is that
we never forget the "God" part of the ex-
pression "God and Country." Everything
good about America is just l ike any other
blessing in our l ives-it  can always be
traced back to the kindness of our Father
who art in heaven. Whether or not we l ive in
American, God is st i l l  God. Whether or not
our  founding fa thers fought  against  Engl ish
ru le,  God is  s t i l l  God.  Whether  or  not  a
Democrat  or  a  Republ ican occupies the
White House, the security we most hold
dear  is  unmovable and wel l  establ ished
throughout eternity. God was on his throne
long before George Washington crossed the
Potomac,  and He' l l  s t i l l  be on His  throne a
thousand years from now. When that day
comes,  my Amer ican c i t izenship wi l l  on ly  be
a fond memory. My heavenly cit izenship wil l
be al l  that matters.

I write al l  of this for two reasons: 1-) to
honor  our  nat ional  ce lebrat ions,  and 2)  to
address the question, "What does it  mean
to be a Christ ian and a cit izen?" Have you
ever paused to reflect on this? "

-continued on next page
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'  The E-100 Challenge continues with the following pclssoges reloting to upcom-
I

I ing sermons ond the wonship schedule during the first two Sundqys of July:

!.futy 3,z)tt - #70-The Ascension (Acts 1:1-11)
| 5ermon t i t le is:  "5o Long . .  .  f  or Nowl"

! . futy tO,z}t t-  Recop of SeriesNumbers 66,67,68,69,70
| (Sermon - Bits ond pieces from the Cross of Christ series)
I
. Due to mony events during the months of July ond August, the E-100 Chollenge

ii' l'::i'iT:: 1':':'ii :"::Ti":'_
Pastot laneyb co0t<na contiauad ...

You see, i t 's very natural for us to say "God Bless America" and to "pray for our troops." But
the lead concept in both of those expressions is "God" and "pray." That tel ls me that even in
our common expressions, there is an underlying recognit ion that something in the universe
has superiority over a democratic society. That "something" is where my heart is. I  love
America, and I proudly f ly her f lag, but I may only l ive within her borders for 80 years, give or
take I long for my better cit izenship in a better place. More than American pride, I burst with
Christ ian pride. The God of the universe reigns supreme over al l  presidents and kings who've
ever l ived. And, the day is coming when I wil l  enter as a permanent subject of His eternal
k ingdom.

For now, I l ive as a proud American and with higher aspirations in view. (At this point start
humming Lee Greenwood's "God B/ess the USA.") "l'm proud to be a Christian, where I
know l 've been set free. And I won't forget the Man who died, who gave his l i fe for me. Wil l
you g lad ly  s tand up next  to  me and proc la im Him st i l l  today? 'Cause there a in ' t  no doubt  I
love that  Man!  He took my gui l t  away.

4a'rtoriamey

Watch out! ! !

The manager of a grocery store nabbed a shopl i f ter in the act.  He was escort ing the shopl i f t -
er to his office when the shoplifter tried to run away. After a brief scuffle, the manager wres-
t led the shopl i f ter to the f loor.  He looked up to see a number of surpr ised customers star ing
at  h im.

"Everything's f ine, folks" he said. "This guy just t r ied to go through the express l ine
with more than nine i tems."



Qtaatinqs ftou tAa Modatatot . , . -Dawn Wadle

Welcome to summer! ! !  ,  d\)  -
--W

I  don' t  know about your f i rst  month of  summer,  but mine
has been extremely busy. we had no open houses or weddings v 

*,-s,t
but  have been busy helping fami ly and fr iends.

I  have lost  touch with the happenings of  our church and the wonderful  peo-
ple who are part  of  that  fami ly.  When I  actual ly at tend a Sunday service,  I  some-
times feel l ike a visitor instead of a member . . . only because I have been away.
so my commitment to mysel f  is  to take a deep breath and dig in wi th a new
study.

I  thought I  would also share wi th you what I  wi l l  be learning. I  have always
wanted to study the Lord's Prayer-reciting this prayer said from the heart and
not just  something we say each Sunday. I  have learned ear ly on that prayers
must come from the heart with faith that we wil l receive the answers. Even if
that  answer is no, not now, or maybe, we st i l l  must cont inue to pray wi th fa i th.
so over the course of  the next few months,  I  wi l l  be shar ing my thoughts on
what the Lord's Prayer means to me. Unt i l  then .  .

our Father,  who art  in heaven, hal lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy wi l l  be done, on earth as i t  is  in heaven. Give us th is day our dai ly
bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptat ion but del iver us f rom evi l .  For th ine is the k ingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

A salesman, t i red of  h is job,  gave i t  up to become a pol iceman.
Several months later a friend asked him how he liked his new
role.

"Wel l , "  he repl ied,  " the pay is good and the hours aren' t
bad, but what I  l ike best is that  the customer is always wrong."



I t 's Annual Picnic Time . . .

Pack your picnic basket with a dish to pass and table service
and jo in us for  the Annual  Church Picnic on Sunday, July 31-,
at l-0 a.m. Roast pig and Dave Swanson's barbeque sauces
wi l l  be on the menu. Beverages wi l l  be furnished. Br ing your
favor i te lawn chair  i f  you wish. There wi l l  be chairs and tables provided. Weather
permit t ing,  the service and picnic wi l l  be held on the south lawn.

The Women's Fel lowship wi l l  be holding their  second annual  Baked Goods Auct ion
with many goodies avai lable to the highest bidder so you wi l l  be able to purchase a

dessert (or desserts), or bread, or pie, or cake, or cookies, etc.

Steve Jeffr is wi l l  be our special  guest and wi l l  present a gospel  con-
cert during the worship service. Steve received his first guitar for
Chr istmas at  age 13. By his junior year in high school ,  he had
formed a band and recorded his f i rst  a lbum. In his senior year,  he
recorded his second album and has pursued his career as a fu l l -
t ime entertainer since 1990. A love offering wil l be collected to

help offset the expense of the concert.

Br ing your f r iends and neighbors and jo in us for  a memorable and fun day!
Thanks to the Diaconate Board for planning this special  event!

When you have accumulated sufficient knowledge to get by,
you're too old to remember i t .

Just  For Today -  I  wi l l  l ive through the next 12 hours and try
not to tackle al l  of  l i fe 's problems at  once.

-More Heart Warmers

. i r t  f i : a l . : a  / . t r 4



Sttanqarc in tha Paw ...

Jon and Elaine Mui lenburg are no strangers to First  Congregat ional
Church. Elaine has been part of Stanton FCC for about 47 years, from the time
she was a five-year-old wedged between her mom and dad. Jon followed her
lead in about 1996, af tersome soul-searching and a long chatwith Rick and
Kate Zimbelman. Now, Jon sings in the choir  (somet imes too loudly)  whi le
Elaine serves on var ious commit tees and as custodian, no doubt c leaning to get
next to God.

The Muilenburgs own a small, diverse farm-Rainbow's End-featuring
fruit and Christmas trees. The farm also houses a herd of 30 alpacas under the
name of Heart of Michigan Alpacas, LLC, co-owned with Jon's brothers.

Jon and Elaine have four daughters:  El isabeth,  32,  ret i rement program
accountant for  the MEA; Just ine,  24, an RN at Greenvi l le Memorial  Hospi ta l ;
Taryn, 22, a student at  CMU; and Bree, a recent MCC grad enrol led at  MSU for
the fal l .  Yes, they are son- less,  something Jon wi l l ,  some day, "get over."

When they're not working, Jon and Elaine sleep .  .  .  or  Jon reads, watch-
es sports on TV (especial ly NCAA hoops),  and plays the gui tar ,  whi le Elaine
kni ts,  crochets,  sews, and plays wi th the grandkids.  L i lah,  two years old,  and
Mason, ten months old.

.Final call for the Comnunity tl4en's Breakfasf .

l ,U"n ond boys qre invited to o Community Men's Breqkfost to be held a'r FCCt '
.  on Soturdoy, July 9 ,  f  rom 8 -  9 o.m. Steve Bi l lock wi l l  be the

. guest speaker ond wil l shore his journey of foith.
t -'The Boys from Amsden wil l  provide some music. fnvite your
. f  r iends ond neighbors to come olong. A f  ree-wil l  of f  er ing wi l l  be

I token for the bneqkfost . Please RSVP to the church office
l(gas.asr .5240). . . _ . . J



Oat AAmcA at WotQ ...

Diaconafe Notes/June 2OI 1

. Plons are well underwoy f or the
onnuol Church Picnic scheduled for
10 o.m. on Sundoy, July 31.

Trustee Nofes,/June 2011 meeting
. Postor Adom's deporture-

Sundoy, July 31 wi l l  be his hos
Sundoy aI FCC

. Updote on plons to rebui ld romp
leoding to the ki tchen

. Received $450 rebate from Con-
sumers Energy

FINANCIAL NOTES

lncome/May 2011 $ 14,413

Expenses/May 2011 $ 12,884

Park ing lo t  update as of  06.28.1 '1 :

$44 ,672 ,11

It's the end . . .
No, it's the beginning .

Four conf irmands have completed a ser ies of
studies under the tutorage of Pastor Adam
Wi l l s .

Topics of study included:

+ Theology (Bible introduct ion to basic doc-
tr ine)

* The history of God's plan (creat ion, fal l ,  re-
demption, restorat ion)

* Jesus Christ  (humanity vs. div ini ty,  death,
resurrection)

* Christ ian pract ice (devot ion, church, prayer,
social  just ice

+ Salvat ion (eternal securi ty,  Calvinism vs. Ar-
minianism, exclusivi ty of Christ)

The goal in conf irming students is to help them
confirm their  fai th in our Lord Jesus Christ  ano
then to decide to fol low him with their  whole
l ives. The main task of the study was to answer
the quest ion, " ls Jesus worth fol lowing?"

The fol lowing students (according to Pastor Ad-
am) have responded with a resounding YESand
wil l  be conf irmed on Sunday, July 17, dur ing the
morning worship service:

Gabe N icho ls
Samantha Nichols
Chris Swanson
El izabeth Thornburg

Congratulat ion to al l  for a job wel l  done!



If Not Now When?

As the seasons of life move along, we are often confronted with expected and unex-
pected change. I  am personal ly experiencing a shi f t  in the seasons of my l i fe.  As a newly
marr ied man, l iv ing in a new locat ion with a new set of goals,  I  am feel ing the tug and
pul l  of  these expected and unexpected changes. Sometimes in l i fe,  the fear of the un-
known can be paralyzing. Yet,  the unknown only asks of us to trust that the ground wi l l
st i l l  be there when we step out,  a certain step of fai th.  We can spend our l ives l iv ing in
fear of what potent ial  is out there for us. We can l ive a comfortable existence, padding
and separat ing ourselves from this fear -  the fear of the quest ion "What i f?"

t i. , . . .

Pastor Adam

Perhaps the quest ion "What i f?" is playing throughout your mind. I  think we should replace that ques-
t ion with " l f  not now, when?" The quest ion "I f  not now, when?" does not al low us to l inger in the cere-
bral  realm of what could be or the inert ia of inact ion, but rather demands us to think pract ical ly about
this very moment.  I t  forces us to think about the air  we are breathing, inhale -  exhale. I t 's not neces-
sari ly chal lenging us to get up and jump on a plane to Afr ica or some sort  of  bucket l ist  thing. Rather,
" l f  not now, when?" chal lenges our mission-our l i fe 's mission. Mission is,  at  i ts core, about glory.  Every
season of l i fe presents opportunit ies to glor i fy God more than we glor i fy ourselves. James clear ly hi ts
on this point:

"Come now, you who say, 'Today or tomorrow we wi l l  go into such and such a town and spend a
year there and trade and make a prof i t ' -  yet you do not know what tomorrow wi l l  br ing. What is
your l i fe? For you are a mist that appears for a l i t t le t ime and then vanishes. Instead you ought to
say, ' l f  the Lord wi l ls,  we wi l l  l ive and do this or that. '  As i t  is,  you boast in your arrogance. Al l  such
boast ing is evi l .  So whoever knows the r ight thing to do and fai ls to do i t ,  for him i t  is s in."  [James
4:73-I1l

I  am in this season cal led transi t ion. From single l i fe to marr ied l i fe.  From eat ing alone to having some-
one cook tasty meals for me. From a singular existence to a shared existence. From scratching my own
back to having my back scratched. From a set mission for l i fe to a shared mission for l i fe.  I t 's real ly
about mission.

As I  have spent considerable t ime evaluat ing this newly shared mission, I  have had to make some
tough decisions. There have been moments of sadness and moments of exci tement.  Al l  in al l ,  I  know
for a fact that I  am doing what God is cal l ing me to do. I  ask myself  " l f  not now, when?" Now is the
t ime to respond to God's cal l ing.

I t  has been with a great sense of love and belonging that you have welcomed me here. I  am deeply
thankful  to have experienced l i fe with you for this past year.  From the Blastoff  program to leading mu-
sic,  teaching the conf irmation class, preaching, most of al l  I  have grown in my love for the Lord. I  am
deeply indebted. Many, many thanks for this experience. -cont inued on next page



Wouanb Fa00ows%ip ...

Women's Fellowship
wi l l  be having a Baked
Goods Auction at the annu-
al  p icnic on Sunday, July
31. lf you have a favorite
recipe that you would l ike
to make and furnish for the
auction it would be appreciated.

The July meeting wil l be held on the 9th
at 9:30 a.m. at  the church.

Contact persons for Women's Fel lowship are
Janet Brundage, coordinator (989.831.4405)

Pam Russe l l ,  t reasurer  (989.831.0867)
Martha Turnbul l ,  secretary (989.831 4217)

Movia NiqAt (ot

loanq Adh0ts ,..

Two movie events
for young odults (18
- 29)this month.

The movie, Juno, will be viewed on

--

Thursdoy, July 14, and Taken will be
shown on Fridoy, July 29.The evenfs
begin at 7 p.m. at FCC. There will be
f ood, movie, ond discussion.

Please RSVP vio focebook (fbpogeVeri-
tos Young Adults) or e-moil Postor Ad-
om ot:  owil ls@fccstonton.org.

I f  Not  Now,  When? cont inued .  .  .

However,  this good experience has come to a close, and a new one is about to begin. As the Lord is
leading, I  am looking at a few opportunit ies in Grand Rapids. Grand Rapids Theological  Seminary has a
scholarship program cal led the Kern Scholars program. I  have begun the extensive appl icat ion process
for the Kern ScholarsFal l2012 program. Also,I  have been looking into opportunit ies at some Grand
Rapids churches. We are asking the Lord to open doors. Nothing has been sol idi f ied yet,  but as i t  be-
comes clear,  you wi l l  hear about i t .

Please keep in touch. I  may be reached by e-mai l  (adamduanewil ls@gmail .com) or by phone
(616.581.9939).

I f  not  now, when?

Pastor Adant
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