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I  na l is t ,  Malco lm Mugger-
idge, observed that the de-
pravity of mankind is at the
same time the most empirical ly
provable fact and the most
intel lectually resisted. On the

one hand, anyone with a below-average lQ
recognizes that people can be downright
mean. On the other hand, most people l ike to
think of themselves as basical ly good, prefer-
r ing to point out other people's fai lures rather
than their own.

The past couple of Sundays we have
heard God's Word on the subject of human
sinfulness. l t 's disappointing that the very
word "sin" isn't as welcome as it  used to be in
previous generations. Even in decent church-
es today, one can go for months without ever
once hearing the pastor talk about sin or
mankind's need of redemption Why do you
suppose that is? Perhaps one reason, as an
old fr iend of mine once told me, talking about
sin is kind of negative and a downer. He pre-
ferred sermons that st irred warmth in his
heart. He didn't want to leave church de-
pressed, and he found sin sermons depress-
ing .

l ' l l  grant that when it  comes to sermoniz-
ing about sin, some pastors talk about l i t t le
else. For those congregations, i t  can get pret-
ty old and leave you feeling l ike you're get-
t ing beat up every Sunday. At the same time,
I bel ieve it  would be a tragic disservice to
God's people to tel l  the wonderful story of
Christmas and leave out one of the kev ele-
ments:  s in .

'Tis the season of joy, Christmas is. A t ime
for celebration, giving, and remembering the
li t t le chi ld born in the manger. A favorite t ime
of year for many, we al l  enjoy the unique
sounds and sights of the holiday. With al l  the
festive yuletide in mind, think with me for just
a momenl .

Why was Jesus born in the first place?
Why did he grow up to have a one-on-

one with Satan in the wilderness?
Why was he referred to as "Lamb of God"

or "Savior"?
Why did he get nailed to a cross?

The answer to al l  these questions leads ult i-
mately to the same place-sin. l t  was be-
cause of the moral fai lure of humanity that
Jesus did al l  these things. He was born to die
in our place taking our punishment. He went
up against Satan to do what we could not-
resist temptation. He had nick names that
pointed out his power over our sin and the
punishment of death. He bore our sins in his
body on the tree.

As l,  in faith, str ive to "put to death" that
nature of sin st i l l  l iving in me, I am reminded
that l ,  too, wil l  take my turn in physical death.
Although the blessed babe wrapped in swad-
dling clothes has beaten death, I  must st i l l
pass through its shadowy valley on my way
to complete redemption-body and soul. Die-
tr ich Bonhoeffer writes:

"ln l i fe with Jesus Christ, death as a gen-
eral fate approaching us from without is
confronted by death from within, one's
own death, the free death of daily dying
with Jesus Christ. Those who l ive with
christ die dairv 
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December Lt,zott  -  #83-The Armor of God (Ephesions 6:10-20)
Sermon title is: "The Fight of Your Lrf e"

I  December 18,zoLL - #84-Rejoice in the Lord (Phi l ippion s 4:z-9)
I Sermon title is: "GivePeace a Chonce"
I
;  December 25,zoLl -  christmos Doy service ot 9 q.m. with speciol guest

ottending

t - -

Pagtot laney's co0t<na contiauad ..,

r I I -

"Chr ist  in us gives us over to death so that he can l ive wi th in us.  Thus, our inner
dying grows to meet that death from without. Christians receive their own death in
this way, and in this way our physical death very truly becomes not the end, but
rather the fulf i l lment of our l i fe with Jesus Christ. Here we enter into community
with the One who at  h is own death was able to say,  ' l t  is  f in ished." '

This christmas, as you gaze upon images of the babe in the manger, remem-
ber why he was born. Never lose sight of the fact that swaddled in those clothes
was the promise of a future death, undeserved, and wil l ingly endured for the for-
giveness of sins.

Merry CHRlSTmas!

Pastor)an/Let1kw



Sfuanqarc in tAa Paw ...

Carr ie and Bret t  Hal l ihan may be found among the balcony dwel lers on Sunday
morning. Carrie began attending FCC in 2008 with her father, who at the time, was
diagnosed with cancer. They became acquainted with neighbor Pastor Jamey be-
cause they l ive just a few houses away on Lake Stanton.

Brett and Carrie are high school sweethearts-together for 14 years. They have
two four-legged fury feline children-Max and Oddie who bring joy to their l ives.
Brett grew up on a farm in Fenwick with his parents, Jan and Judy, and sister, Mol-
l ie (32). Carrie grew up on Lake Stanton with her parents, Drew and Bev Stowell,
brother, Brandon (26), and half sister, Kami (42).

Carrie shared her background with the FCC congregation earlier this year and has
recently taken a part-t ime RN position at Spectrum Health Kelsey Campus in Lake-
view working in surgery. She enjoys the department and is hopeful something full-
t ime wi l l  develop.

Having been in l.T. (information technology) forthe past 12 years, Brett 's real pas-
sion l ies in aviation. Aviation was in his family growing up and over the years he
has become more and more involved in aviation around the Montcalm and lonia
County airports.  He received his pr ivate pi lot  l icense in2007, purchased his f i rst
airplane in 2010, and enrolled at the School of Missionary Aviation Technology in
lonia to become an AP mechanic through their one-year program. Brett is very ex-
cited to have this amazing opportunity to change careers and work with airplanes
on a dai ly basis.

In their  spare t ime, Bret t  and Carr ie enjoy t ravel ing,  b ik ing,  gardening, reading,
cooking, t ime with friends/family, nature/wildlife, and of course, f lying. Their favorite
place to visit is Alaska-visited in 2009 and flew their personal airplane for a two-
week trip in 2010. They are very thankful to God for all the blessings he's provided
in their  l ives.



Lef s hear it for fhe youth . . by Pasfor Tara
wowl r can't believe thot December, christmos, ond zolz are right oround

the corner ond that REvoLT student ministries hos been up ond running for
three months olreody! r guess the old adage is true: "Time sure does fly when
you're hoving fun." The month of November def ini tely wos not locking in the fun factor or in the
foi th foctor.  REVOLTstudents hod severol  out ings including our monthly rol ler skat ing Mondoy.

fn oddit ion, alarge group attended the Rock ond Worship Roodshow in November 4 held ot
the Von Andel Arena. Thousonds of teens, youth leoders, porents, children, ond grondchildren
gathered together in o ginormous stodium for a 4* hour event f i l led with o bolonce of Christ ion
rock music ond worship. f t  wos obsolutely owesome to see so mony of our teens clopping ond sing-
ing ofong, ond then stonding with orms roised, praising our glorious Fother in Heoven. The experi-
ence of being united in worship wifh such o vost array of f ellow Christions is like none other ond is
only o prelude ond oppet izer to whot we wi l l  experience in Heoven before the throne of our God.

The fol lowing weekend wos simultoneously exhoust ing ond exhi lorot ing! Fr idoy night two subur-
bons ful l  of  high school students troveled to Cornerstone Universi ty in 6rond Ropids for "Rood
Trip." They hod o smoll tasle of collegelif e, spending time with students in gomes, worship, ond
dorm life. The best port of the trip wos the service project on Soturdoy when our group went to
thePregnancy Resource Center in 6rond Ropids. Therewelearned ollobout the history of the
center as wel los their  current operot ions. After our guick lesson, wespent t imedeep cleoning the
ent ire bui lding; vocuuming, woshing windows, cleoning toi lets,  s inks, door hondles, and l ight switch-
es, sweeping stoircoses, ond toking out the trosh. While thot moy not hove seemed like o big deol
to us, we found out thot we saved the center between $150 ond $2OO in cleoning service f ees, an
importont contribution to o center thot is completely f unded by donors ond thot does not receive
ony government ossistonce.

Also on Fridoy night,  REVOLT student ministr ies hosted onother "Overt ime" event and col led
i t  the "11-11-11 edit ion." Whi le students were exci ted just to be oble to have somewhere to hong
out ond hove fun again, they couldn' t  woit  for 11:11 p.m. Right on the dot,webegandrowing nomes
and gaveaway 7l  omozing pr ices to l l  omozingpeople "Let 's Moke A Deol" stylel  f t  wos o fun night
fo r  o l l .

On Soturdoy morning, three moms ond Ihree middle school gir ls olso traveled to 6rond Ropids.
They mode their woy to the "6irls of Groce" conf erence where they enjoyed speciol mother-
daughter time os well os time with friends. The conf erencehighlighted issues thot teen girls face,
including beouty, f  r iendships, ond puri fy .  Tf you're interested in heoring more, osk Somontho
Nichols whot "woit  for o steok" meonsl

REVOLTstudenf ministr ies is growing ond going sfrong. Wehavejust lounched our student
proise teom ond ore looking forword to br inging o musicolspeciol  to the FCC Fomily in December.
Tune in next month f  or even more exci t ing updotes.



Qtaatiaqs (toq tAa Modaratot .,, -Dawn Wadle

What a difference a year makes! Last year, we were challenged to make Christ-
mas a l itt le brighter for someone less fortunate. It could have been someone
who was temporar i ly  la id-of f ,  a s ingle-parent fami ly,  or  maybe an elder ly f r iend
or neighbor. You could have been anonymous or straight forward with your
gift.

Let me tell you briefly what we did. We actually selected three families. Two
through DHS/FIA and the other was related to us.  one fami ly was a s ingle
mom with a smal l  chi ld;  the next fami ly was a mom, dad, and two teen sons.
For these two families, I enlisted the help of my co-workers. I got a l ist of
needs from each family, sent it out, and the donations started coming in. What
"need" wasn' t  donated, my fami ly fu l f i l led.  I  atso asked each fami ly for  a
"want" and that was also given. As for the third family we picked, their need
was winter heat. They had a corn stove, so we purchased shelled corn and had
i t  del ivered. Al l  fami l ies were over- the-top thankful  and coutd not say thanks
enough. However, the thanks aren't really necessary; it is the hope that one
gives that lets them know someone cares.

"Let us not become weary in doing good -Galat ians 15:9

Now, on to business. The Nominat ing Commit tee has been formed, and we wi l l
be looking for volunteers to fi l l  vacancies on the various boards/committees. If
you would l ike to volunteer some of your time, please call the church office to
indicate your intent. If you are approached by someone from this committee,
we ask that you please prayerfully consider this request. We must all do our
part  to keep our church funct ioning both spir i tual ly and physical ly.

May your Chr istmas be f i l led wi th blessings of  many kinds!! !

Yo'-a &,if,*".".#[



Qtaatinqs ...
Fton tAa Diaconate

May your holiday season be one of joy
and thanksgiving because of the gift of
Chr ist .  God planned i t  a l l  for  you and me.
God blesses each one of us because he
loves us.

May God be included in your home this
season of Christ's birth and for all sea-
S O N S .

May you have peace and happiness be-
ing with your family and friends through
the hol idays.

Remember.  .  .  "The Lord wi l l  keep you
from all harm-he wil l watch over your
life; the Lord wil l watch over your coming
and going both now and forevermore."

-Psa lm 121:7-8  NIV

Pat Mi l ler ,  Chair
Diaconate Board

FINANCIAL NOTES

Income/October  2011 $ 14,969

Expenses/October  201 1 $ 18,139

Park ing lo t  update as of .  11.29.11

$ 46.653 05

lUomen s Communify Bible
Study . .

A Beth Moore study series, "Stepping

Up/njourney through the Psalms of
Ascent (Psalms L20-!34)," wil l begin
in January. The first meeting wil l be
held at 8 a.m. on Saturd ay, January 7.
A breakfast brunch wil l be served in
Fel lowship Hal l .

The study wi l l  cont inue for s ix weeks
at 7 p.m. on Thursday evening from
January 12 through February 16.

The cost of  the study, including the
book, is $15. To enrol l ,  p lease contact
Pat Mi l ler  (pmi l ler@fccstanton.org or
989.831.42L9) or leave your name
and number wi th the church of f ice
(989.831.s24O).

tl4embership Class . .
Postor Jomey is offering o member-
ship closs for onyoneinterested in
bopt ism or formol membership ot
FCC.

The closs wi l l  be held ot  7 p.m. on
Mondoy, December t2. Please contqct
the church of f  rce (989.831.524O) i f
you ore interested.



Join us for specialseryices . . .

December 11 -  6 p m. -  Chr istmas Musical-"Camel Lot"
by FCC youth

December 24 -  7 p.m. -  Chr istmas Eve Candlel ight  Service wi th
Communion

December 25 - 9 a.m. - Christmas Day service with special guest attending

DVD AND BooK FoR THE MoNTH oF DEcEMBER .

THE DVD sELEcrroN rs "fRoNMAN" By
Drcr aruo Rrcr How. THE BOOK sELEcrroN rs tWtNo Ovep Euorzotts: How

ro MErureuuy CoruTRoL YouR Feeurruos gy Les CnRrEn

The Dioconote's DVD selection for December is the Dick ond Rick Hoyt story
f rom the L999 fronmon Triothlon World Chompionship Show. This is o fother-
son teom who compete qcross the country in morothons ond triqthlons (fother
pushes son in o wheelchair).  fnspirot ionql!

The book selectron, rl4ind Over Emotions, by Dr. Les Carter, o Christion psycho-
theropist, deols with emotions such as anger, shyness, envy, grief , ond guilt.
The book is written in terms thot the average loymon/womqn con understond
ond the guidel ines ore scripturol ond psychologicol ly sound. A good reqdl

The selections ore ovqiloble f or loqn for one week ond moy be checked out
through the church off ice.



Therefore the Lord himself will give you o sign: The virgin will
conceive and give birth to o son, and will call him lmmonuel.

-lsoiah 7:74


