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Changes in the Air

T h" month of August wel-
I  comes many changes at

FCC. l f  you haven't been
around much th is  summer,
you may have missed a thing

to two . . . or, three! Let me see if I can make
a l ist that doesn't overlook anything:

. Pastor Adam tendered his resignation
effective July 31 and is pursuing a new
life in the big city with his new bride.

. Encompass Magazine is winding down its
three-year run. All  of us involved in i t
have invested many volunteer hours, and
fatigue is sett ing in. Although the ministry
has been helpful, pul l ing off each new
issue has been challenging. This latest
summer issue is to be its last.

.  We are replacing our part{ ime assistant
pastor posit ion with a part-t ime youth
pastor. We've brought on a talented, high
-energy young woman to happens to be
homegrown. Mrs. Tara Doolit t le (CMHS
199?) has been attending FCC this sum-
mer with her family and wil l  be taking
over the youth program this fal l .  Be sure
to introduce yourself i f  you haven't met
her.

. Our Diaconate and Trustees have added
their blessings to a fal l  tr ial run of an af-
ternoon character training program.
"Solashdown" is the after-school counter-
part to "Blastoff 'which is the before-
school part. "Splashdown" wil l  be aimed
at younger elementary kids and wil l  pro-
vide for them a structured environment
for the balance of their afternoons. At

"Splashdown" kids can get help with
homework, hear a daily Bible lesson,
have a l ight snack, and have a mentoring
relationship with a Christ ian adult or teen.
This program wil l  offer plenty of volunteer
opportunit ies for people from FCC and
the communi ty .
Gayle Hansen, a recently returned fr iend
of FCC, has agreed to spearhead Splash-
down. You'l l  be hearing more from her
about  th is  un ique min is t ry  in  the days to
come.
The pastor's study is being remodeled.
Although the main off ice was given a
makeover when I f irst came to Stanton,
nothing had ever been done with my of-
f ice. The Trustees have graciously con-
sented for an office makeover. The pro-
ject is creeping along steadily and wil l  be
ful ly functional by fal l .  Stick your head in
and admire the orocess.
The jun ior isenior  h igh Sunday school
room has been gett ing a makeover in the
past months as well.  Dawn Wilson has
been applying her great ski l ls with some
soecial art work on the walls. The adult
class is also gett ing a faceli f t  with some
fresh oaint and different furniture. Be sure
to wander  through.
After a two-year run with a weekly, Sun-
day AM radio program, Hope of Glory is
off icial ly off the air. l t  didn't seem l ike the
return warranted the effort it took to oro-
duce each week. As with Encompass, it
was a good run,  but ,  as they say,  a l l  good
th ings must  come to an end.

-continued on next page

Pastor Jamey Nichols
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These latest changes at FCC have been welcomed enough, but they need your pray-
ers. In fact, I hope you pray regularly for this church family. My most common prayer
is that God would be honored in all that takes place, and that whatever we do here
would be a reflection of his desires for us.

4a,ttorla,mey

A Bit o( Histoiy ...
The fol lowing art icle submitted by Sandy Main was cl ipped from a recent Daily News

First religious service at Stanton

tanton came lnto exlstence
in 1860 when,  af ter  qui te a
battle, the county seat was
moved from Greenvil le to a

location at the geographical center of
the "old county," what is now the
east  l6  townships.

The new county seat rvas estab-
lished in a pine fbrest, fbur rniles
fiom the nearest neighbor. Clearing
rvas begun at once and a coufthouse
constructed. The board voted to allorv
county treasurer Levi Carnburn to use
parl of the courthouse lor a dwell ing
so the county offlces could be trans-
f'erred from Greenvil le.

' l 'he 
first religious service in Stan-

ton occurred nearly I 50 years ago,
rvhen the settlernent sti l l  was only "a
notch in the woods." A minister 

"vhoI ived j ust west of Stanton conducted
the service. lt was attended by 21
people, two of whom had to travel a
Iong way through the woods fbr what
rvas described as "a very ordinary
sermon."

From the Greenvi l le  lndependent
o f Ju l y  12 .  1905 :

"The flrst religious service that

was held at Stanton occurred in June
1862. It was held in the second storyr
of the building that rvas first erected
fbr  county '  bui ld ings.  The Rev.  W.FI .
J'rorvbridge. r 'vho then resided about
a mile rvest of Stanton on what is
now the Dr. Bachrnan farm. officiat-
ed.

"' l 'he circumstances relating to it
are g iven in the Independent  ofan
old date b;"  E.H.  Jones then of  Grecn-
v i l le .  There werc present  2 l  pe rsons:
the Rev. W.H. Trorvbridge, his rvife
and three children; Martha Srnith. a
gi r l  emploved in h is  lar r i ly ;  Lcv i
Camburn. rvif-e and trvo boys; Nancy
Creen. then cngaged in teaching
school  in  the same bui ld ing.  the en-
t i re  school  consist ing of  the chi ldrcn
ofthe county ofl lcers and those of
the Rev. Trorvbridge (she afterrvards
marr ied Orv i l le  Ful ler  of  Greenvi l le) ;
Daniel Cornell. a bachelor. at the
time resister of deeds: Abe Roosa,
his wif-e and three children: John F.
Loase.  an at tornev at  the t i rne pract ic-
ing in  Greenvi l le ;  E.H.  Jones;  George
F. Case. lvho resided in the southern
part of Evergreen tor.vnship; and

George Howorth. who resided in
Bushnell. These two latter gentleman
(sic) carne a long distance through
the rvoods to hear a very ordinary
sermon.

"Abe Roosa at the time was run-
ning a hotel in a log shack that had
been build (sic) by wood choppcrs
lvho had cleared a notch in the woods
rvhere the county buildings lvere
erectcd.

"Mr. and Mrs. Camburn were
keeping house in the county treasur-
er's ofl lce and the register ofdeeds
boarded wi th them. Al l  o f  thei r  beds
wcre surrounded wi th mosqui to nct-
ting. At that season of the year Mr.
Cornell did his work a register of
deeds r.vith a pan of chips burning
under h is  table.  The smudge ar is ing
fiom this was the only protection he
had against mosquitoes, and in spite
of  i t  he was cont inual ly  f ight ing
them. Blotches of his blood are now
of record in the register of deeds of--
f ice. where he undoubtedly visited
dire vengeance upon a well-f l l led
rnosqui to tat  had a l ighted upon h is
records."



Qtaatinqs fuou tAa Modatatot ... -Dawn Wadle

First  of  a l l ,  let  me give you my apology for not fo l lowing through
with my plan on studying the Lord's Prayer. I certainly did not an-
t ic ipate the brain cancer diagnosis for  my brother- in- law and the
time involved helping my sister. That's not to say that I don't have
thoughts about the prayer,  which I  wi l l  share wi th you, but that  I
just  haven' t  made the t ime to do the extensive studying that I  would l ike to do.

Let me tell you how I normally say this beloved prayer . . .

My Father,  who art  in heaven, holy is your name. Your k ingdom come, your
wi l l  be done, on earth as i t  is  in heaven. Thank you for th is day, our dai ly
bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not in-
to temptat ion but del iver us f rom evi l .  For th ine is the k ingdom and the power
and glory forever and ever. Amen.

You wi l l  not ice a few smal l  changes. I  have learned that to make scr ipture personal  is
l ike saying a prayer that God has already given us. I say this prayer every night before
fal l ing asleep, and i t  br ings me great comfort .  Sometimes my mind tends to wander
dur ing prayer,  and I  wi l l  s tar t  over again and emphasize each word so I  know i t  is
coming from my heart  .  .  .  and just  not  my l ips.

For the September newsletter, I wil l share with you why saying the Lord's prayer in
this way personal izes God for me. Unt i l  then .  .  .

Editor's note:

A cancer benefit  for Dawn's brother-in-law, Keith (Hector) Helmer wil l  be held
from 4-7 p.m. on August 27, 20LL, at the VFW Hall,  Six Lakes, MI. There wil l  be food,
music, raff les, and auctions. Fees are: $LOladults, $S/kids, kids 5 and under are free.
The family wil l  appreciate your support!



Sanuat WotsAip ScAadh0a ...

Sundoy, August 7 - Steve Bi l lock wi l l  be f  i l l ing the pulpit  whi le Postor Jomey is
owcly ot Comp Borokel. The sermon title is: The Unexpected, The
Unguolified, ond 6od Does the Unthinkoble

Sundoy, August t4 - 9 o.m. (note time chonge from previous yeors) - Our
FCC congregotion is encourqged to ottend the Stonton Old
Foshioned Doys Community Service in downtown Stonton

Sundoy, August ?t - tO o.m. - Bock ot First Congregationql Church

Sundoy, August 28 - 70 o.m. - First Congregationol Church

Some paroprosdokians . . .

OK, so you don't know what a paraprosdokian is? It's a: "f-rgure of speech in which
the latter part of a sentence or phrase is sr.rrprising or unexpected; frequently used in
a humorous situation."

= Evening news is where they begin with "Good Evening" and then pro-
ceed to tel l  vou whv it  isn't .

- To be sure of hitting the target. shoot first and call whatever you hit the
target.

= I used to be indecisive. Now'I 'm not so sure.

skydive twice.

= I didn't say it was your fault: I said I was blaming you.



Sttanqarc in tha Pew .,.

Nate and Tonia Reinke have been together for nine years. They were
high school sweethearts and were married May 30, 2009.

Tonia has been attending FCC since she was born and was confirmed as
a member in 2000. Her mother,  Dawn, and sister,  Mi l inda, are both members of
First  Congregat ional  Church.

Tonia and Nate enjoy family time which involves kayaking, customizing
their  S-10, and remodel ing their  home in Entr ican. They current ly l ive r ight  down
the road from Tonia's parents and enjoy the convenience of jumping in their pool
whenever the heat is unbearable.

Tonia is an aspiring teacher, looking for a "home" after graduating from
Central  Michigan Universi ty in December 2010. She did her student teaching at
Central Montcalm and performed reading intervention at Belding Public Schools.
Her goal is to become a lower elementary teacher.

Currently, Tonia finds that being the nursery supervisor in our FCC nurse-
ry on Sunday morning is a perfect f it for her. This prohibits her from being
" in the pew" on Sunday mornings, but she does sneak upstairs for  occasional
glimpses of the service.

Nate works in the Greenvil le area as a sales representative for Pepsi and
has been with the company for six years.

C\\OBCSS\GN Aspire to inspire
Before you expire.



Out AAmcA at WotQ ...

Diaconafe Notes/July 201 I

. The condelabros hove been
cleaned ond repointed. Thonks to
Frrtz Strqutz f or overseeing this
project.

Finql ized plons f  or the church pic-
nic on July 21

Trustee Notes/July 2011 meeting

. Met and greeted Toro Doolitt le os
o youth postor prospect. Trustees
agreed to off er Toro the position.

. Several repoir projects were dis-
cussed ond quthorizotion to gel
bids on the projects wos given.

FINANCIAL NOTES

Income/June 2011 $ 11,872

Expenses/June 2011 $ 13,119

Park ing lo t  update as of  07.28.11 ' .

$45,640 31

Plan to attend the Stanton
Old Fashioned Days

Community Worship Service
at  9 a.m. on

Sunday, August 14, 20LL

The serv ice begins at  9 a.m.

The communi ty choir  wi l l  be
s ing ing

Pastor Dennis Ross, Nevins
Lake Church,  wi l l  be br inging

the message

An offering wil l  be taken
which wi l l  be designated for  a
motivational speaker for the

Centra l  Montcalm High
School  spr ing assembly



Maat oat youtA pastot ...

Sledding down sand dunes at Muskegon State Park; cleaning before 20+ teens ar-
r ived in my home (and many more hours after they left);  jumping up and down and pumping
my f ist in the mosh pits at more Christ ian concerts than I can count; racing to the emergency
room to be with the family of a teen that just tr ied to overdose herself;  denying my ever-aging
body of the rest i t  so desires and needs by staying awake for numerous al l-nighters with teens
and then coming home to three children who need their mommy to feed, clean, and entertain
them, spending four days in a hospital in Indiana caring for a teen whose lungs spontaneously
collapsed at a youth conference (and whose mother would not drive down to be with him);
later, bringing that same teen into our home and family as he f inished high school and entered
adulthood; speaking to hundreds of teens at aforementioned youth conferences, fundraising
and budgeting; meeting with parents who were at their wits end and were looking for any
words of advice, guidance, and most of al l ,  encouragement, support, and prayer; praying with
local students gathered around the high school f lag pole for the national "See You at the Pole
Day"; praying with an ever-growing number of high school students huddled together in a t iny
conference room before school every day to pray for their concerns, other students, teachers,
and facul ty ;  engaging in  count less hours of  s tudy ing,  counsel ing,  teaching,  p lanning,  emai l ing,
facebooking, writ ing, and praying; laughing and crying with students and volunteer youth lead-
ers a l ike .  .  .  and LOVING EVERY MINUTE OF lT (or  a lmost  every minute) ;  such has been
my l i fe for the last f ive years as the volunteer youth director and then assistant pastor at Cen-
t ra l  Montcalm Communi ty  Church in  Sher idan.

After graduating from Fayettevi l le State University in North Carolina with a bachelor of
science degree in Secondary English Education, my husband (Chad) and I moved back to
Michigan to  be wi th  fami ly  and for  me to seek a teaching job at  CMPS. (Having grown up in
this community, I  always knew that I wanted to serve and work with area teens. I assumed the
best way to do that was through teaching at the public school.) However, after a great family
tragedy, Chad and I went to church at the request of my mother. Soon after, we both gave our
l ives to Christ and were baptized together in the fal l  of 2002. After a few years of doors con-
stantly being closed to the teaching f ield, I  fel l  on my knees before God to ask what He want-
ed of me. In that moment, I  completely surrendered my l i fe to His wil l  and purpose, committ ing
to do whatever He called me to do with al l  of my heart and soul, even if  that meant simply be-
ing the best wife and mother I could be. A few short months later, God uncovered His plan for
my l i fe. Chad and I began a brand new youth group with a handful of teens at the new church
plant, Central Montcalm Community Church.

Although Chad was originally who we thought God wanted to be the leader of the
group, He soon showed us a different plan. Both of us realized on ourf irst youth night that
being a youth leaderwas my call ing. Three months later, at ourf irst youth conference, God
revealed to me in an int imate t ime of prayer and worship, that he indeed wanted me to teach

-continued on next page



Wonan'g Fa00owgAip ...

Midst the preparations for the dessert auction on picnic Sunday, July 31,
Women's Fellowship did have time for a meeting on July 7. In addition to
planning for the auction, they agreed to make the school bags for RAVE.
Besides monetary donations, they need: crayons, markers, erasers, pencil sharpeners,
calculators, folders, glue sticks, blunt scissors, pens, construction paper, and tote
bags. The deadline for donations is August 14. Contact Sharon Ritter if you have ques-
t ions.  Their  next  meet ing wi l l  be at  9:30 a.m. on August 4,2011, at  FCC.

Contact persons for Women's Fel lowship are.
Janet Brundage, coordinator (989.831.4405)

Pam Russel l ,  t reasurer (989 831.0867)
Martha Turnbul l ,  secretary (989.831 .4217)

Aoafinuation o("Maat out youtL pastot"...

God revealed to me in an int imate t ime of prayer and worship, that he indeed wanted me to
teach youth; but, He wanted me to teach them about Him, not English. And so, my journey
began. As I learned about youth ministry in an online program through Indiana Wesleyan Uni-
versity, I  also learned through hands-on experience while leading Outer Limits Youth Ministry.
I spend f ive fabulous years working with that part icular group of students and graduated with
my Master of Arts in Ministry with a youth ministry concentration last August 2010. Everything
was sail ing smoothly on the course that had lain before me; and then, suddenly, God turned
the sh ip.  My t ime wi th  CMCC had come to an end.  Lost  and broken,  I  d id  the only  th ing I  knew
to do: pray and wait, and then pray and wait some more. Now, nine months later, God has
opened a new door to serve the teens of the Central Montcalm community once again as the
youth pastor at FCC. My husband, three children (Brendan, Aubrey, and Angel), and I couldn't
be more thri l led, excited, thankful, and hopeful with this new chapter in our l ives and al l  the
blessings we are sure wil l  come with i t .  We look forward to gett ing to know each and every
one of you and thank you for this opportunity.

Following in His Footsteps,

Pastor TaYa >ooLLfrLe
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